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The march of death is endless. Every day, the shocking and sorrowful news unceasing. 

Less than three months from when an air force female officer put herself to death, another 

female officer in the Navy departed this life.  

Although the damages from sexual violence come from the sex offender, the 

responsibility of the deaths lie on the military. From reporting to the victim protection, and the 

investigation, nothing was duly observed. Above all, the military justice system, which should 

have put its fullest attention on finding of the truth and the protection of victims, rather 

concealed the case on behalf of the assailant and was involved in appeasement systematically. 

It is enough for the people to be resented.  

It is not a recent phenomenon the court-martial, the military prosecutors, and the 

military police officers become an object of public criticism for covering up for its own family 

member by concealment or impunity against military sexual violence cases and human rights 

violations. Hence, there have been loud voices demanding military justice reform whenever 

shocking incidents and lamentable deaths occurred in the military. The decades-long discussion 

has always been concluded with the abolition of the peacetime military justice system. 

However, the military justice reform has failed to overcome the high wall of opposition and 

organized interruption of the Ministry of National Defense. Every failure gave rise to another 

death. Now, in 2021, we are once again confirming the wretched result of it.  

There is no way of escaping from feeling bitterness from the world where a change 

can only be discussed after a life passes away; nonetheless, the military justice reform has been 

initiated. The National Assembly plans to discuss the amendment of the Military Court Act this 

week. The debate over the court-martial reformation legislation is expected to be wrapped up 

in a sub-committee on August 23, 2021, which was discussed four times for two months in the 

1st Sub-Committee for Deliberation of Legislation under the Judiciary Committee. Some 

predict that the amendment may be passed within August, if dealt quickly. There 10 relevant 

legislations. The contents vary from that of the Government, reflecting the Defense Ministry’s 

views, to abolish the appellate court but maintain other authorities to the total abolition of 

military justice system in the peacetime.  

Once again, the Defense Ministry bet life and death to retain the military justice system. 

It is heard that some judicial officers from the Ministry and each service of the military are 

visiting the lawmakers to implore retention of the military justice system. It is simply impudent 

of them, which cannot be described as anything but ‘shameless.’ The Ministry should stop all 

activities to disturb reformation of the military justice at once. 



The human rights and civil society organizations, again, declare that it is the principle 

of the military justice reform to abolish of peacetime court-martial, to transfer military 

prosecutor’s authorities of accusation and investigation as well as the military police’s 

investigative authority totally to the civilian counterparts. This declaration shall be the last. The 

National Assembly bears grave responsibility that exonerated the Ministry, which abused the 

military justice, for decades. The National Assembly should finish the military justice reform 

according to the principle without hesitation. There cannot be any compromise or concession 

before the continuing deaths. We shall keep in mind that this is the way to prevent next death.  

 

1. Center for Military Human Rights Korea; 

2. People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy; 

3. Catholic Human Rights Committee; 

4. Korea Sexual Violence Relief Center 

 


